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Galien Township Planning Commission Public Hearing 
April 30, 2019 6:30pm @ Galien Township Office 

Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm 
 
Roll Call: Present- J. Rochman, J. Richter, R. Riley, C. Lorance. Absent- L. James 
 
J. Richter led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
J. Richter swore R. Riley in as a Planning Commission member 
 
Kyle & Linn Wheeler (Baer Farms): Kyle provided the PC and the public copies of his proposal (see 
attached) and explained their intent for the property. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Kevin Stogsdill: Kevin asked if they intended to spray pesticides for the blueberry farm portion of the 
property. He also asked how many people the proposed venue would hold and if they planned to bus in 
the guests that there would be no additional car traffic. Kevin also asked if the property would be re-
zoned as commercial. 
 
Tom Anoskey: Tom and his wife live right next door to the property. He asked where they intended to 
build the wedding barn on the property and he also wanted to clarify that his hunting and shooting 
would not be an issue with the Wheelers. Tom said that he had met Kyle and Linn before the meeting, 
and he felt they are very nice people. Tom wondered how many events they planned to host each year.  
 
Chuck Gulick: Chuck asked why the Wheelers chose to come to Galien. Chuck also wanted to know how 
much the township would profit from us allowing the wedding venue. He asked because his road needs 
some maintenance that the township currently does not have money for. Chuck feels a traffic light 
would be necessary at the corner of Buffalo and Andrews because that hill is very dangerous. Chuck also 
stated they are always willing to welcome new people to town. Chuck also asked who would clean up 
along side the roads if trash became an issue. 
 
Bill Clark: Bill lives right across the road from the property. Bill asked if the Wheeler’s intended to live on 
the property. Bill also wanted to know how much money the township would make from this. He stated 
that busses are as bad for the roads as a semi. Bill also wondered how many people the proposed venue 
would hold. 
 
Bud Clark: Bud said the land was originally owned by his family. Bud asked how the new buildings would 
be taxed and stated that every time a new big house goes up in the neighborhood his taxes also 
increase. 
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Julie Stogsdill: Julie asked if the Wheelers planned to live here full time. Julie also asked if there would 
be cut off times for the events and who would enforce those times. She also wondered if they would 
only have weddings or planned to host other events as well. She wondered how bright the outside lights 
would be at night. Julie also asked if shooting during the day would be a problem. Julie also asked if they 
were planning to have animals. She feels that the condition of Buffalo Road is a big issue.  
 
Barb Truman: Barb wanted to know where the staging area would be for the busses. 
 
Diane Beadles: Diane asked if the wedding was for a local person if they would still bus in the guests. 
 
Closed to public comments at 7:10 
 
Kyle & Linn Wheeler (Baer Farms) response to public comments: 
 
Kyle said that the blueberry farming would be secondary but when they decide to do that, they plan for 
it to be organic.  
 
They plan to have a facility large enough for 150-200 guests with the barn being around 3000 square 
feet. 
 
Kyle said that to start the home here would be a secondary home but would like to eventually move 
here full time. 
 
Kyle is open to suggestions for bringing people in to the events, but bussing is the only suggestion he has 
gotten from local event planners. 
 
They plan to build the wedding barn as far from the neighboring homes as possible with 1500-foot 
setbacks from the nearest home. They do not plan on having any fencing and want to disrupt the area as 
little as possible. 
 
They chose Galien because they have always loved this area and they like the diversity of all the people 
here. 
 
They plan to host approximately 10 events the first year, 20 the second and 30 by the third year. 30 
events being the maximum. 
 
They want to use as many local contractors as possible to support the local community. 
 
They plan to maybe have chickens but nothing else. 
 
They do not plan to have wagons or carriages for the weddings. 
 
Planning Commission Discussion: 
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C. Lorance asked if they plan to be at the property during all the events. C. Lorance also said we would 
need a full set of plans from the architect before we could vote on anything. He will put together a list of 
what is needed a and forward to J. Richter.  
 
C. Lorance made a motion to adjourn the public hearing. J. Rochman supported. Motion carried. No 
nays. 
 
The hearing was adjourned at 7:30pm 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


