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Galien Township Planning Commission Public Hearing for Green Mitten 
Agricultural 

April 9, 2018 6pm @ Galien Township Office 
Minutes 

 
The hearing was called to order at 6pm 
 
Roll Call: Present- J. Rochman, J. Richter, L. James, C. Lorance. Absent- C. Carr 
 
J. Richter led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairperson L. James shared the public hearing rules. 
 
Adam from Green Mitten Agricultural gave his presentation. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Rodney Strefling: Rodney stated he would like to one day put a house on adjacent farm and this will not 
help his property value. He is concerned about the fan noise, odor and water contamination. 
 
Karl Strefling: Karl is concerned about blight, odor, traffic and compared the proposed facility to the AEP 
substation on Rickerman Road. He lives here for the peace and quiet and we do not need this business 
here, it will ruin the community. 
 
Diane Beadles: Diane lives on west Nye Road and US 12. She is concerned about putting a building on 
the area because of all the flooding. She is also concerned about what effects the buildings may have on 
her property. 
 
Lloyd Lambert: He is also concerned about how they will build on such low ground. He also wondered if 
the berm would be 3 feet above US 12. Lloyd also asked which part of the property was purchased for 
this use. He also has water  and drain concerns. 
 
Kelly Keefer: Kelly said he was so mad he could spit nails. He stated there are 9 children living on Smith 
Road and wants to know how a business like this should be explained to them?  
 



 

 

Ron Murdock: Ron said that he lives in pain every day. He has been on a variety of prescription drugs 
with no relief and welcomes a medical marihuana facility. He said it is not like weed someone grows out 
in a field, its medical grade and used for medical purposes, not to get high. He said people in pain need 
this. 
 
Paula Geminder (Dickman): Her mom sold the property to Green Mitten for their proposed business. 
She feels there is a big misunderstanding between medical and recreational marihuana. Her mother is ill 
and has been on opioids for some time now. She feels someday her mother may need this product and 
after a family meeting, they decided they would like to see their land used for this type of business.  
 
Rick Southwood: Rick has lived here for 16 years and does not want this type of business in our 
community.  He is concerned about water contamination.  He asked about what would happen to 
property values. He is also concerned about the smell. He asked why the applicants came here and 
thinks they should go to another community. 
 
Joe Dickman: Joe said his mother in law might need this one day. He said that most people do not even 
realize there is marihuana being grown all over the township already that the Board has no control over. 
He thinks with these types of businesses we can get some structure and have some control. He said he 
saw a news report that stated within the next 2 years CBD Oil will be the next miracle drug. He would 
also like to see his family’s property be used for this business. 
 
Doug Legault: Doug asked what type of processing Green Mitten would like to do. He also questioned 
what happens to the chemicals. Doug also wanted to know how many buildings were purposed and how 
large they were going to be. He also said he felt the presentation that Green Mitten gave was very 
vague. He said he was not disputing the use of the drug but feels Galien is not the place for it. 
 
Todd Strefling: Todd said he lives near the property and thinks this type of business belongs in an 
industrial park not near homes. He feels this is distress our community. 
 
Gary Lozmack: Gary wants more information and said this is not what the community wants. 
 
Meg Serafino: Meg said she has lived here for 20 years and regularly attends meetings because she likes 
to know what is going on.  
 
Dan Miller: Dan lives on Nye Road and wants to know why they would not put this type of business in an 
industrial park. He also asked if the applicants could receive more permits without notice. Dan feels this 
does not belong in an AG district. 
 
Michelle Lozmack: Wishes the whole town could have been here. She feels we did not work hard 
enough to make sure residents were informed. Michelle said this grief is the tip of the iceberg of what’s 
to come. 
 
Public Comments were closed at 6:56pm 
 
Green Mitten responded to most of the questions asked by the public. 
 
C. Lorance asked the following questions: 

a. How high and what type of fencing would be used?  



 

 

8 feet steel siding 
b. What type of construction would the buildings be? 

2 buildings would be steel side and roof. The greenhouse would be steel sides 
with a hard plastic roof with blackout panels 

c. What type of lighting they would be using? 
All lighting would be downward lighting 

d. What if any signage they would want? 
No signage would be used 

e. Building height? 
25 feet or less 

f. What type of air filtration? 
Carbon air filters will be used to control odors 

g. What would the buildings look like? 
The buildings will blend in with the surroundings 

 
J. Rochman asked about sewage and waste disposal 

All water runoff and waste will be contained and shipped away but licensed 
contractors 

 
L. James asked the following questions: 
  a. Setbacks for fence and buildings? 
   90 feet from US 12 and the buildings will be 30 feet from the fence. 
  b. Are they planning to pave around all the buildings? 
   They will have an aggregate road that is fire truck rated. 
  c. How many parking spaces do they intend to have? 
   30 parking spaces with 2 ADA spaces 
  d. How many restrooms do they intend to have? 
   2 restrooms 
The PC reviewed the questions from 3.13 

A) Yes 
B) Unknown 
C) Yes 
D) Yes 
E) Yes 
F) Yes 
G) Yes 
 
 

C. Lorance made a motion to adjourn the hearing. J. Rochman supported. Motion carried. No nays. 
 
The hearing was adjourned at 7:31pm  
 
  
 
  
 


